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The most stressful things in life so we are totd anew job, moving house and
maybe having a child. So having done all of thess the past 18 months | would

like to add to this list that doing all of theseiletalso trying to organise selection and
purchase of a new greenhouse and then trying dotlfie time to prepare the new site,
find a builder in a new area where you have noamistso that you can relocate your
collection before the end of the summer and theyedt with no heating, may be seen
as a bridge too far.

This all started back in 2003 when | decided | eeea new job. This | found and
was successfully offered but it entailed a movenftbe North West down to the
South. The office was in St Albans and my partdaliet, had been offered a job in
Basingstoke. So where to live.... not sure reallyveaented for nearly a year before
starting the hunt. It turned out that south Oxfbids won the daynd we ended up in|
the village of Cholsey near Wallingford. A petitd@d Victorian end terrace with a
wonderful 140ft garden south-west facing with nbestbuilding shading the area. (it
goes with out saying that the greenhouse needs bafoee all others, Jules!)

Selecting the new greenhouse was gtigylargest one | could afford and sensibly fjt
into the plot. Although long, the garden is not teide at only 25ft at the widest point
at the bottom of the garden. So mid way down a B@ft0ft greenhouse would fit
nicely between the tree and the shed leaving al grodlfor veg. | was amazed to find
out there was an 8-12 week wait for a greenhouski®fize so it was a good job |
sorted this out well in advance. So this areaemily 5ft high in brambles was the
spot | had to prepare for the new structure, tkis & July 2004 we had just
completed on the house !! So winter 4 months anohting!

As the greenhouse had been on order for 8 weekasidelivered mid July, good job
our completion was not delayed, and Juliet hadeaigreould focus on the
greenhouse and paint the house later on. So ¢legrldt and dig the foundations.
Now all | need are some foundations ........ good jath&d, my brother in law is a
practical chap (he’s a landscape gardener) andat@day with the help of his
cement mixer we had some foundations done, endlpBJmonths to winter, all it
cost me was a curry at the excellent restaurarasafgour house !

Building the frame took a little longer than | hexpected, be warned there are a lot
of bits of metal which all look the same in a 2@fenhouse! |did have a few
sections misassembled which do not come to lighit lutnied to put it all together.

The door frames the wrong way around, windows siplside down....! so it was mid
August when one evening Juliet and | stood theadile frame and one side up to
fasten them all together. Ironically this was thsiest part of the whole assembly and
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within an hour we had the outer frame and ridgeem place. But
glassing.................. That was a different matter.

Erection of the new greenhouse and staging

The roof had to be done first and as | had selexitegle sheet toughened glass the
roof panes were a little on the heavy side atby ft.... and were not a one man job
as | found out after breaking the first sheet. tSwais the penultimate weekend in
August when after another call to Richard and aaothirry the roof was in. The
following week | was on holiday and it took me mosthat time to get the glass
finished and a trip to Wicks for some timber saagsig in half the greenhouse. Time
fOr SOME PlaNtS. ..o e

Views of my old greenhouses at my fathers placejentay.
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Now having no experience of moving over 1000 vgxipg plants | was unsure my
chosen approach would work. After contacting a remadf office movers at work |
decided to rent 50 large plastic stackable cratbgh are not expensive at ~£100 for
a week, these are about 3 ft by 2ft by 2ft witb sty lids. This as it turned out was the
best thing | could have done and made the wholegaisiderably simpler, so long as
the plants fitted into the box they were complet&ye and protected.

The 50 odd boxes to empty and first plants intogteee nhouse.

Packing the collection into the boxes started eanlya Thursday morning with the aid
of an old friend, the key is to pack each box glisttas you can to prevent movement
even if it means forcing the odd pot into the od@.gWe had the contents of 2 tightly
packed 8ft by 6ft greenhouses to pack up and aftigrl hour we had packed half of
the first house and thought we would be done bgHtime ! What a mistake. as we
moved into the second side of smaller plants tipgeared to stand still and it took
ages to empty the remainder of the first house, llatch and onto the second

@



Y #? 49 4 :90@

greenhouse of mainly larger plants, then dismahéestaging and shelves as | needed
them again. It was nearly 6.00pm by the time &ifaypacked, luck was on my side as
| had used 47 of the 50 | ordered and | startddad the boxes into the van and | set
of for home just after 7.30pm. At least the roadsild be quiet.

The following morning and | unpacked the crates thie back gardeiNow this is
where a 140ft garden becomes a pain as the comeetied to be moved to the
greenhouse about % of the way down. At least Idwade help from Juliet but with
her 5 months pregnant she could only move the plaféw at a time. Also the
weather was very warm topping 90 in the greenheuseall doors and windows
open not good for her. So Jules moved the platitsyaat a time and | sorted things
out in the greenhouse. We started Friday mornigdach not empty the last crate
until around mid afternoon on Sunday. The otheckhwas that | had nearly filled the
newgreenhouse ..................... now how does 8ft by 6ft twieanslate into 10ft

by 20ft full ?

The grand opening.

So now all plants were inand | had
achieved my goal of moving them
by the first weekend in Sept. Still
with a bit of summer left to
encourage some growth. A little too
much summer as it turned out. The
previous greenhouses were a little
shaded and so the fully exposed
location of the new site proved a
little too much for some of my
plants and a number suffered some
quite bad scorching the second
weekend in September. At least it
warned me and | have been able to fix up shadisgstiring to prevent any further
major damage. So a weekend in mid September wegadaa family get together as
the opening for Cholsey Gardens as friends hatedtao call it, well this was the
cover story to get the whole family down as the &bjpective was to inform them we
had got engaged. The day went well and Juliet fixea red ribbon for me to cut and
a bottle of bubbly to spray over the greenhouseawvdth my excuses had been used
and | had to go and start painting the house befa@arrival of our other expected
new addition.

Even the short end of summer in the new brighttiooaobviously did the mesembs
some good as | had the best show of flowers on migjhs and Cono’s | have ever
had. Also as | write this at the end of May | haweady had a number of my cacti
flower which have not done so before so the contlmnafa new house and
probably the fact | have repotted the whole coltetits having very positive effects
and | am now looking forward to a summer of enjoptrand a little less work !
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All'in and into the first full summer, May 2005.

B 99@
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So what are the key items to help you if you havebve your collection ?

From this experience | would say

Rent some crates and get some help;
Order the greenhouse well ahead of when you ne&der houses can take

8-12 weeks to be delivered !

Rent some crates and get some help;

Build the new greenhouse before you try to mover ydants if you can
possibly arrange this (difficult | agree if selliige house where the
collection is located but may be worth negotiatieghe terms of departure ?)
Rent some crates and get some help;

Moving them yourself is not that difficult and aakt you are in control of

how they are handled.

Now as we have an allotment for the vegetable$ atfesm where the veg plot is, | am

sure a 12 by 8 would fit into there..........

| wonder what Jules would think to another smadiigion!

#+ 1 13

| trust that all branch members have
made a special note in their diary to
visit the branch show this year on 17th
July. You might even feel like dusting
off the cobwebs and find some plants
to enter in the show. There is a specia
section for plants from the Asclepiads.
This will be the third show of this type
that we have organised and they have
proved a great success in the past by
attracting some plants that are not
always seen on show benches. And
don't forget this section is open for all
members to enter, so why not come
along and have a go to see how your
plants compare with those of other
members. | will be pleased to receive
any number of entries.

As you know our current format is to
try and arrange a speaker to give a
short lecture after the hall has been

cleared of plants. Cathy and | struggled
to find some one to come along this
year till | happened to look in our local
village magazine and saw that Dr Peter
Brandham was speaking at our local
Gardening club in February. We last
heard Peter speak a considerable
number of years ago at Spalding before
Gareth was born, and know how well
he presents his taks. So along we duly
went on a cold February night and we
were not disappointed. | am sure that
some of you may recognise the name.
Peter's roots are at The Royal
Botanical Gardens, Kew but don't let
that put you off. He is not at all stuffy
and he has an extensive knowledge of
alltypes of flora and his takks are not

to be missed, so | am sure we are in for
atreat. Please try and make the effort
to come along and support your
branch.

Bill Darbon



